
The Education Foundation invites you to join us in the park this summer for Reading Rocks, a summer reading 
program for students of all ages. 
 
During Reading Rocks, the Education Foundation sets up a  tent next to the free summer lunch program at the 
city parks and offers fun reading activities for kids. The purpose of the program is to encourage summer reading, 
which is critical to school success. The program also helps students build a personal library of books at home.  
Participants listen to a story, read with a volunteer, and take home a book and prize at the end. 
 
We are currently signing up volunteers to be guest storytellers and/or volunteer readers with individual children 
or small groups.  We’d love to have your help this summer, plus it’s a great reason to get outside during the lunch 
hour! 
 
This year, Reading Rocks will run from June 23 – July 31st.  
The schedule is 12:15 – 1:00PM at the following parks: 
Mondays and Wednesdays – North Park 
Mondays – Crow/Arrowhead Park 
Tuesdays- Gorham Park 
Tuesdays and Thursdays – Central Park 
Thursdays – South Park 
 
If you’d like to volunteer please contact Brittany Engler at 
englerb@billingsschools.org or 406-245-4133 
The Volunteer Form can be downloaded at www.efbps.org.  
 Please feel free to share this opportunity with others. 
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Volunteer this Summer with Reading Rocks 

Congratulations Students, Staff, and Grads! 

The board and staff of the Education Foundation for Billings Public Schools would 
like to congratulate the staff and students of Billings Public Schools on a job well 
done this school year! 
 
We would also like to send our best wishes to the 2014 graduates of Billings Senior, 
Skyview, and West High Schools. 

Dewey J. Hansen & Helen Cothron Hansen Memorial Fund Grants $140,000 This Year 

In 2010, Billings Senior High alumnus Dewey Hansen, whose career as an educator, Air Force 
Academy liaison officer, and Boy Scout leader impacted countless students in the Billings 
community, gave the Education Foundation for Billings Public Schools its largest individual  
gift ever totaling $2.7 million. 
  
Mr. Hansen, who passed away in June of 2009, left this bequest to endow the “Dewey J.  
Hansen and Helen Cothron Hansen Memorial Fund” to honor his mother and to provide  
financial resources for Billings Senior High, West High, Skyview and Laurel High School.   
Since 2010, the Education Foundation has awarded $462,000 that is split equally amongst the 
4 high schools.  The funds have gone to improve technology needs, purchase calculators for math, 
support student science field trips and equipment, and provide funding for educator training.   
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Why are over 15,000 children, parents,  
grandparents and community members 
 looking forward to September 27, 2014?  

It’s Saturday Live, of course!  

  
This highly anticipated day celebrates  
public education and promises to be a  
tremendous day of community spirit and 
support for our students and schools.   
Co-chairs Elizabeth Potter and Penni  
Pearsall, as well as school clubs, teams, and every public school PTA in Billings, are 
making plans to offer hundreds of activities in Pioneer Park. 
  
Believe it or not, this is the twenty-second year of Saturday Live.  For the past two 
decades, the Education Foundation and the public schools have raised over $1.2 
million by staging a community carnival that has grown to be one of the most 
successful school fundraisers in the country.  Last year, kids of all ages tried their 
hand at tossing bean bags, face painting, munching on hot dogs, and venturing 
across the troll bridge.  Schools brought home over $92,000! 
 
Congratulations:  This year’s Saturday Live Logo winner is Marcus Demarais.  
Marcus is a student at the Career Center in Mr. Russ Walks’ graphic arts class. 
 
Activity Booth Sign-Up:  If you still need to sign up, it’s not too late. Visit 
www.efbps.org to download your Activity Booth Application form today. 
 
Mark Your Calendars:  All groups signed up for Saturday Live must attend the 
Activity Booth meeting on Wednesday, September 3rd from 7 to 8  at the Senior High 
Library. 
 
Questions:  Contact Julie Whitworth at 245-4133 or whitworthj@billingsschools.org 

Saturday Live 2014 is Just Around the Corner! 

Congratulations 2014 Student Scholarship Winners 

The Education Foundation for Billings Public Schools is pleased to announce the recipients of various scholarships 
managed by the Foundation. Several different scholarship committees comprised of community members review 
the scholarship applications. This year committee members were impressed by the outstanding accomplishments 
of each scholarship recipient. 

Joseph Zimmer  Billings Senior    Cook Memorial Scholarship  $5,000 
Jennifer Zundel  Billings Senior    Dewey J. Hansen Scholarship  $2,000 
Wilson Brott  Billings West    Peter & Zellah Yegen Scholarship $    300 
McKenzee Foos  Billings Skyview    Peter & Zellah Yegen Scholarship $    300 
Garett Masin  Billings Senior    Peter & Zellah Yegen Scholarship $    300 
Jorion Lokken  Billings West    Steve & Lorraine Marsh Music Scholarship $1,000 
Gabrielle Sheneman Billings West    M.A. Lambrecht Vocational Award $   500 
Rachel Eaton  Billings Senior          Melissa Hart Weaver Inspirational Award                $1,000 
Timothy Nava-Mascarena Billings Senior    Rina B. Moog Scholarship  $1,000 
Madeline Emerick Billings  Senior    Bonnie Slough Scholarship  $   500 
Rebecca Levandowski Billings  Senior    Frank Family Scholarship  $   750 
Kendra LaFranier  Billings  Senior    Karen Krueger Cox Vocational Scholarship $1,000 
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Salute to Education 2014 - Honoring School & Community Partnerships   

Classroom Grants Corner 

The Education Foundation is honored to have celebrated business and school  
partnerships in the Billings community that are helping to promote excellence in  
education and preparing students for successful futures at the Salute to Education  
luncheon on May 1st.  The luncheon also honored the thirty-three 2014 Billings High 
School Valedictorians from Billings Central, Senior, Skyview, and West High Schools  
and 16 Platinum students from Senior High. Nearly 300 guests from the business and education community 
attended the luncheon.  
  
Business support for our schools is strong! The business community in Billings 
recognizes that successful schools build strong communities and strong communities  
are necessary for the business community to thrive.  
 
This year’s Salute to Education Luncheon had a new twist.  Students from the Billings 
Career Center’s Café Protégé program worked with Chef Lyle and Chef Eric from the 
Northern Hotel to prepare this year’s luncheon.  Mike Nelson, General Manager and  
Co-owner of the Northern Hotel, was this year’s featured speaker.  Mike shared the  
importance of partnering with our schools and the benefits we receive in our  
community when school-business partnerships are successful.  Also, the students  
shared with the audience what the learned from the experience and their future plans.   
 
Numerous businesses and community organizations were recognized for their commitment and involvement in 
Billings Public Schools' classrooms through the Partners in Education program. Over sixty businesses and 
community organizations partner with schools in the Partners in Education program at the elementary, middle, 
and high schools, and Career Center. 
 
This event is made possible through the generous support of the Billings Gazette, Northern Hotel, Gainan’s and 
the Education Foundation for Billings Public Schools. 

The project, iCollaborate, began as a conversation between two teacher librarians, Monica Anderson and 
Amanda Huck, discussing how amazing it would be to have our students collaborate across district on a 
project. The primary goal of the iCollaborate project is to enhance students' experiences exploring books, 
expressing opinions, and composing opinion pieces, while using technology tools that provide for learning and 
peer collaboration in the 21st century. Another key is the development of a  
web-based hub that hosts student book reviews and aids in the task of building 
a community of readers at Beartooth and Bitterroot schools and long term,  
district-wide. 
 
As Mrs. Anderson and Mrs. Huck planned their project, they realized that both  
of their libraries are lacking in technology tools and struggling to make the  
technology that they do have easily accessible to students. Bitterroot Library  
has access to an iPad lab and a few Chromebooks, while Beartooth Library has  
access to a Chromebook lab and only a handful of iPads. To fully implement  
the iCollaborate project, students need access to both iPads and Chromebooks.    
 
“My fourth and fifth graders partner up and digitize a book for the kindergarten and first grade teachers, and 
my sixth graders are working on book reviews as a collaborative project with Bitterroot Elementary.  This year 
Beartooth formed a media tech group which films a weekly broadcast for the entire school,” shared Amanda 
Huck, Beartooth Elementary. Check out some of the work done by students http://bitterbears.weebly.com/, 
http://beartoothlibrary.weebly.com/digitized-books.html, and http://youtu.be/rUR2_IctNFs. 
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Project Lead the Way 

Donors Make Great Things Happen – Consider a Gift Today 

At the Education Foundation for Billings Public Schools we believe in supporting our teachers, students, and 
schools.  That is why, for more than 25 years, we have been committed to building a dynamic community 
partnerships to support our public schools.  Our donors make great things happen every day in our  
schools.  We know strong schools and strong communities go hand in hand. 
 
Consider making a lasting gift to the Education Foundation. Our Endowment Funds are part of a vision to provide 
substantial funding for educator classroom grants, teacher and student scholarships, and special projects that 
benefit Billings Public Schools students and educators. Your gift can create a new endowment fund or be added to 
an existing one.  Additionally,  your endowment gift can provide Montana and federal tax benefits. Take advantage 
of the Montana Tax Credit and give a lasting gift to education. 
 

Questions or Comments about the Newsletter?  Please contact the Education 
Foundation at (406) 245-4133 or at foundation@billingsschools.org. 

Partners in Education 

Snapshots of Partners in Education across our community . . . . . 
CTA Architects Engineers employees volunteered in a math program to extend student learning in math with their 
partner school Newman Elementary. 
EBMS employees assisted the Big Sky Elementary PTA  in raising funds during Saturday Live and at the school 
carnival. 
ExxonMobil employees participate in Career Lunch-n-Learn opportunities throughout  
the school year highlighting different career fields for students at Bench Elementary. 
Farmers Insurance Agents are seen throughout the school year volunteering in  
classrooms and lending a helping hand to the Sandstone Elementary PTA. 
First Interstate Bank employees and students at Highland Elementary joined  
together to collect warm coats for those in need. 
Phillips 66 provided funding for students from Orchard, Newman, and Ponderosa  
Elementary to take part in the Audubon Conservation Education Center 
St. Vincent Healthcare has donated $25,000 towards playground equipment,  
donated books and school supplies at Broadwater Elementary. 
Valley Federal Credit Union employees serve as judges at the school's annual spelling bee. 
Wendy’s of Montana hosted Washington Elementary Night at Wendy’s to raise funds for the school. 

Welcome to our Newest Partners in Education….. 
Scheels, Billings Association of Realtors and Burlington Elementary, and Lucky’s Market and Poly Drive Elementary 

Welcome to the future!  Billings Public Schools, the Education Foundation and  
community leaders are taking a bold step to immerse our students in a rigorous  
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) curriculum.  We are committed 
to boosting student engagement and innovative thinking while developing  
problem-solving and communication skills.  Buoyed by the success of the Billings  
Career Center's Pre-Engineering and Biomedical Sciences program, our leadership  
team chose Project Lead the Way's elementary curriculum, Launch to get things started. 
 
In an effort to develop a pipeline of STEM-savvy students, we propose offering Project Lead the 
Way’s Launch program for our kindergarten through fifth grades students, the middle school curriculum Gateway, 
and continue expansion of programs at the high school level.  We propose a multi-year implementation, starting 
with five elementary schools beginning the 2014-15 school year: Arrowhead, Beartooth, Bench, Miles Avenue, and 
Washington Elementary Schools.  This approach allows us to work with a smaller group of students and work out 
any problems before implementing across the district.  We know there is  more work to be done to support our 
students in providing 21st Century skills and curriculum to increase the opportunities in Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math.  There is a great need in our community, state, and nation to prepare our students for 
careers in these fields. 
 


