
1,600+ STUDENTS
 supported each week

Through BackPack Meals, school food pantries and the 
Munch Machine, students have access to food when they 
need it most, ensuring they’re able to learn. Goal: Add a 
share table in cafeterias to eliminate food waste.
•	36 pantries 	 •	800+ pantry visits/week

•	365 summer	 •	800+ BackPack Meals/week 
students/week	

9,128 BOOKS
distributed during Reading Rocks 2026

•	Free books, reading fun and literacy support all summer 
long in parks and neighborhoods throughout Billings.

•	Book Vending Machines: Helped all elementary schools 
purchase a book vending machine, turning reading into 
a celebration while helping students build their own 
home libraries. Goal: help each of our middle schools 
get a machine.

$90,000 AWARDED
to 38 classrooms in the spring

Now offered three times a year, SPARK Awards give 
educators more opportunities to turn great ideas  
into meaningful experiences for students.  
Goal: Award $200,000 each year!

Revitalized the program to engage

16 COMMUNITY PARTNERS
including local businesses and community groups

Connecting businesses and community organizations with 
schools to share resources, experiences and expertise. 
Goal: Grow more meaningful, lasting partnerships.

SPARK AWARDS

FOOD INSECURITY PROGRAMS 
Backpack Meals, Food Pantries,  
Munch Machine Summer program

READING ROCKS 
and Book Vending Machines

PARTNERS IN EDUCATION

2025-26 
ANNUAL IMPACT REPORT

Mission:  We fuel student 
achievement by investing in  
the entire educational experience.

200 N. 34th Street
Billings, MT 59101

efbps.org
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THE FUTURE IS BRIGHT
Be A Part Of What’s Next!
Together, we can create even  
more opportunities for students 
across Billings Public Schools.

This was a 
remarkable year 
for the Education 
Foundation—and 
it was possible 

because of you. Your generosity fueled meaningful 
growth, innovation and a stronger commitment 
to our mission: fueling student achievement by 
investing in the entire educational experience.

Because you gave, we reached more children 
through our food insecurity programs, with 
participation increasing more than 30% during 
the school year and 37% through our summer 
Munch Machine program. Together, we distributed 
thousands of books, completed fundraising for 
book vending machines in every elementary 
school and began expanding into middle 
schools. Your support also helped us award 
more than $90,000 in student scholarships and 
relaunch classroom grants as SPARK Awards.

A New Chapter For the Education Foundation

For nearly 40 years, the Education Foundation has 
invested in students, educators and opportunities 
across Billings Public Schools. Our new brand and 
new home celebrate that strong foundation while 
setting the stage for what’s next—fueling students, 
igniting potential and sparking opportunity for 
years to come. 

WHERE WE’RE GOING

We also took an important step toward 
our future by moving into a permanent 
home and preparing for a capital 
campaign that will strengthen the 
Foundation for generations to come. 
Thank you for helping us address 
critical needs, invest in classrooms and 
create opportunities for students. Every 
meal, book, scholarship and classroom 
experience begins with someone who 
believes in them.
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A MESSAGE 
FROM OUR 
LEADERSHIP

years in our schools 
& community38

invested into our 
schools last year$1.3M+

students & staff 
served each year20,000 give

volunteer
partner

LOOKING AHEAD

Grow community 
investment. Deepen 
relationships with 
donors, businesses 
and partners.

Build for the future. 
Strengthen the 
Foundation to serve 
BPS students for 
generations to come.

Expand student and 
teacher opportunities. 
Continue investing in 
literacy, food security and 
educator-driven ideas.

BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS

NEW LOCATION      200 N. 34TH ST

Kelly McCandless 
Executive Director

Chris Dorr 
Board President


